PHASE II

Kengele Children’s Network
A joint project by Be kids Australia Inc and Child Peace international

With the children of the sprawling Korogocho informal settlements in Nairobi Kenya

Report on the activities for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th week of September
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“Fr. Paul of the St.John Catholic Church Catholic Korogocho, leading in prayers before the kids staged a procession arround the slum against child abuse”
Report Submitted to Joan Peters

Be Kids Australia Inc

Compiled By Peter Mwashi Litonde

Project Manager

Child Peace International
“Towards a child friendly Korogocho community”
Village caucuses:

One of the objectives of Phase 2 of the Kengele Children’s Network is to strengthen the village based caucuses for children to meet and discuss issues that affect them in their villages and more so coming up with action plans to adress the same. Having trained 40 children (four from each village, being children who took part in Phase One of the Kengele Project), it has resulted in more efficient co-ordination of the children to form a unified group at the village level.

On Saturday 12th  child representatives from the 10 villages met at the community center to discuss and harmonize the developments in their villages with an aim of bringing together the children in Korogocho and making the vilage meetings even more rewarding.
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The canvassed their principal means of communicating their issues, as follows:

· Photography: Since we got two digital cameras from Be Kids for this project, the children have found it exciting to use them as a way of potraying their  issues through  images from their point of view.  Around 16 children have shown interest and actually have taken most of the photos used in this report. Photography if used well can be used to change the lives of children in this comunity.
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· Journalism in focus with Kengele magazine: The Kengele Children’s magazine, first published on 18 July, has been well received across the board among the children in Korogocho , community members and adults from other areas too & beyond (even in Australia!). The children are very impressed and proud to know that  now they have a means and a platform to communicate to the society.  More children have come fowward to edit and compile the articles to be written by their peers for the magazine.
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· Arts (Drawing and collage): So far the children have been doing amazing work using drawing and collage. Most of what the children have been drawing is based on their lives, their environment and tehir experinecs. The children are excited to maximize their talents in the art as well as exploring what is possible through art. So far arround 15 children are aware of their potential in drawing and want to coninue with the same.
· Theatre/puppetry: So far the children have continued developing their confidence and skill in using theatre as a means to communicate and reflect on fundamental issues affecting the general community, especially the children. They have managed to involve the adults during the participatory theatre.
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Some of the thetre kids in Kengele staging a performance at  St Johns catholic church during the campaighn against child abuse in the community.

· Dance (Traditional dances/dramatised dances): We are glad that this has come from the kids themselves, as an activity that can help communicate to the community as well as unify the children together as a team. 12 children have expressed interest in this and are ready to be trained on the same. Charles met the team on Saturday and the children are excited to start. Some among them want to learn salsa dance moves too.
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Some of the Kengele kids watch a traditional dance by a group of children during the campaighn against child abuse
· Girls club: We cannot ignorethe fact  that children are growing up fast, the older girls aged 12 to 17 yrs in the Kengele network, have realised a need for them coming together to discuss specific issues affecting them and to create mentorship opportunities. For sure, the  girl child is very vulnerable in this community and easily subjected to a miserable life if not taken care of and if not well guided. Mentorship is key. In the project we have girls in this age bracket that we’d like to support in this idea that they’ve come up with, and help develop it further.
[image: image7.jpg]



Some of the older girls in the Kengele project forming a girls football team
Radio Program
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Kengele kids during a radio program inside Koch fm On Saturday 19th Sep.  
The radio program has been reaching out to the community members and received well by the listeners who call in and contribute to the topics that children discuss. It has been quite helpful for the children to guide the discussion by asking open ended questions that they deliberate on before the listeners start calling in and airing out their views. At the moment the children have embarked on the topic of environment that has been of concern since the Phase 1 of Kengele project.
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Children waiting to get to the studio for a session as they pip how their colleagues are doing when talking on air
The confidence among children has gone up, as has their self esteem too, by hearing  community members calling in and commending them for their efforts to communicate to their fellow children and the community on matters of safeguarding the future. Most of the community members feel proud on the level of knowledge, attitude and commitment among these children. “I see hope for Korogocho” commented one of the managers of Koch Fm saying that they will consider having the radio show sustained and run by the children even after  this Phase of Kengele. 

To us, this is an achievement for promoting child participation for social change.
Education:
Education has been a key thematic area throughout Kengele project. The importance for education cannot be over emphasised. We have been motivated by the positive attitude that the children have shown towards education as well as improvement in their academic performance after the recent exams in August.
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Smilling faces of the children who have earned full sponsorships at the shepherd junior school through the Kengele project. With them here is our education program representative Charles( 2nd from right) and one of the parents (at the center). So far five children are supported.
As we look forward for the study centres in the Phase 3 of Kengele project, we are encouraged and motivated that the children are determined to work hard and beat all the odds, so as to excel in education.  Noting that there are a number of children not going to school in the community due to varying reasons, the child facilitators in Kengele are determined to reach out to them too.  The study centres will play a big role in encouraging children to go to school through influence by their peers once they get attracted at the activities by children in these centres.
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Some of the vulnerable girls collecting waste at the dumping site and not attending school

Influence By the Kengele Process 
The Kengele Children’s network have been receiving new children almost on a weekly basis who want to be part of the process.  This have been a humbling experience to us and an inspiration too.

The level of leadership among the child facilitators we trained has been quite impressive and to our amazement  now turning to be a source of hope in the community. The children have also shown a great sense of unity and responsibility by working together as a team without looking at tribe, religion or even economic back ground, but rather interacting for a common purpose.
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A confident Abdi Nassir (a Muslim) standing at the alter in St. John Catholic Church and addressing a crowd of his fellow children and other community members
Other children too in the community have been adopting the practice by the Kengele children in addressing issues affecting them. For sure this is an indication that the project has been having a positive impact in the community.
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Children from the good neighbors school raising placards during the capmaighn against child abuse in Korogocho
As a result of the Kengele project, the Shepherd’s junior school have expressed an interest to support more children in the project, by sponsoring their education in this school.  Such opportunities would not be, if the project hasn’t had a positive influence. “Getting full sponsorship in such a prestigious school is not an ordinary thing” A statement expressed by Raphael Kituku, one of the sponsored kids from Kengele. The school has also arranged for a sports day together with the Kengele children on 14th November 2009.

The Kengele Magazine:
Being the first issue, the magazine has been quite exciting and an idea that has been shared by many children. We are looking forward to do a comprehensive evaluation of the magazine and report on the same.  Children are still streaming in articles for the next issue.  So far the reception has been encouraging.  We hope to put the magazine online so as to increase its readership.
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Kengele magazine as a voice for children
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children reading the 1st issue of Kengele magazine




Conclusion:

The impact so far by the Kengele Children’s Network, is enormous.  It is a process that has seen children rising up and even suprising their own comunity of the abilities within them.  It is proof that by giving children an opportunity to participate in social development of a community, positive changes happen.

Breaking the retrogressive culture of sidelining the children has not been easy, However, persistence and actions by the children are slowly earning results. Hope is there, that these children will definately be very instrumental in developing this community and the country in general. Such images like the one below, may not be very impressive, but such are the issues that Kengele children feel obliged to articulate and adress.  
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A young boy at the dumping site
Kengele has been a process, it is a process that we believe in and a process that the children have been commited to for social change. It is a dedication for a future that for sure belongs to children
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